
 

 

 

                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ardara Bogland Landscape Character Area 

large expanse of elevated heath and 

separated by narrow tracts

containing southward bound rivers.

scattered throughout this upland area overlooked by the Bl

mountains.  The Higher lands in the north of this LCA form the hinterland of Ardara town 

and informs the landscape of the adjoining LCA to the north.

Landscape Character type

 

 

Ardara Bogland Landscape Character Area is a Gaeltacht area that is characterised by a 

elevated heath and worked bog dotted with mountain lakes 

tracts of riverine agricultural land that extend

containing southward bound rivers. Multiple commercial forestry plantations 

upland area overlooked by the Bluestack 

.  The Higher lands in the north of this LCA form the hinterland of Ardara town 

and informs the landscape of the adjoining LCA to the north.  
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Seascape Character Units 

 

 

Landscape Characteristics 

Land Form and Land Cover 

• This upland area consists predominantly of bog dotted with bog lakes and intersected 

by large tracts of commercial forestry, it has an underlying geology of mostly schist 

with a narrow band of quartzite to the north. 

• The area could be considered a ‘basin’ that slopes from Mulmosog Mountain in the 

north of the LCA, the Bluestack Mountains to the east and the Glencolmcille 

Mountains to the west into a central riverine landscape, from whence a series of 

rivers flow southwards. 

• The area is drained by a network of ditches dividing areas of land into strips running 

from north to south. 

Settlements 

• There are no settlements in this area; the settlement pattern consists primarily of 

dispersed rural dwellings along riverine agricultural land.  

History, Culture and Heritage 

• There are a number of Recorded Monuments within this area and these generally 

tend to be located on the lower-lying land to the south of the area. 

• Historic Landscape Characterisation identifies this landscape as predominantly 

‘Blanket bog’ with some ‘Open upland rough ground’ and ‘Semi-open rough ground’, 

with more recent ‘Plantation woodland’ (Generic HLC-types). There are some areas of 

‘Straight-sided and surveyed rectilinear fields’, partly reflecting the more extensive 

fields required to be productive in this area. 

Access and Recreation  

• The N56 travels north through this area connecting Killibegs to the south and Ardara 

to the north, and the R262 skirts along the east. A network of county roads provides 

access on the lower-lying land with only limited vehicular access to higher mountain 

areas.  

• Recreational fishing in the mountain lakes and rivers.  

Biodiversity 

• There are 6 NHAs within this area.  

• The riverine corridors are also important biodiversity links. 

• There are areas of large straight edged agricultural fields which are predominantly 

defined by drainage ditches. 

• There are a number of commercial coniferous forestry plantations throughout this 

area. 

Forces for change 

• Linear development along the rural road network. 

• Renewable energy development. 

• Further afforestation. 

• Telecommunications and infrastructural development. 

Map/list Seascape units 

• Only a small section of Seascape Unit 13 extends into the north of the Landscape 

Character Area over a low-lying agricultural fertile area and area of upland peat . 


